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Summary
Sweet chestnut, Castanea sativa Mill., is an important multipurpose tree species in Asia Minor and Europe. The 
objective of this study was to investigate variation among eight sweet chestnut populations in Turkey by using dif-
ferent morphological characteristics of fruits and seedlings. A total of four fruit characteristics were analysed: fruit 
length, width and thickness, and fruit shape, i.e. the ratio of fruit length and width. Additionally, 1000 fruit mass 
and fruit moisture content were determined as well. Measurements of seedling length, root collar diameter and 
sturdiness quotient were carried out at one-year old seedlings. The highest values of fruit length, width and thick-
ness were found in İzmir population, while the highest values of seedling length, root collar diameter and sturdi-
ness quotient were found in Balıkesir population. The 1000 fruit mass ranged between 3815.1 g and 10516.5 g, and 
the highest average fruit moisture content was 52.21 %. In general, the fruit size increased from eastern to western 
populations. Furthermore, the results of statistical analyses showed that there were significant differences between 
analysed populations for measured morphological characteristics related to both fruit and seedling. Application 
of cluster analysis revealed grouping of populations according to the eco-geographic principle. However, human 
influence on the population structure cannot be excluded as well.
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POPULATIONS IN TURKEY
RAZNOLIKOST PLODOVA I SADNICA U POPULACIJAMA 
PITOMOGA KESTENA (Castanea sativa Mill.) U TURSKOJ
Fahrettin ATAR*1, brahim TURNA1
INTRODUCTION
UVOD
Chestnut species are an important forest trees and shrubs 
belonging to the Fagaceae family. The Castanea Mill. genus 
encompasses seven economically and ecologically signifi-
cant species, widely spread in the temperate forest zone of 
the northern hemisphere (Johnson 1988; Lang et al. 2007), 
where the sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa Mill.) is the only 
species naturally found in Europe and Asia Minor (Kayacık 
1981). Sweet chestnut is distributed across the Mediterra-
nean region, from the Caspian Sea to the Atlantic Ocean 
(Fernández-López and Alía 2003). In Turkey, it can be fo-
und mainly over the North and Western Anatolia (Black 
Sea Coast), and the Marmara Region. Chestnut grows up 
to 1200 m above sea level in the Black Sea region. In addition, 
it can also rise up to 1700 m in Rize region and up to 1800 m 
in the Aegean region (Kütahya-Simav).
Naturally it forms mixture stands with other tree species 
(Davis 1982; Soylu 2004; Turna 2013). According to Matti-
oni et al. (2008) three main managing types (domestication 
levels) may be identified for sweet chestnut: (1) naturalized 
stands; (2) managed coppice; and (3) orchards. Additio-
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nally, in the Mediterranean countries there are a large num-
ber of old, grafted cultivars of sweet chestnut (Goulão et al. 
2001; Pereira-Lorenzo et al. 2001, 2010; Botta et al. 2005; 
Martin et al. 2007; Idžojtić et al. 2012; Poljak et al. 2016, 
2017), i.e. varieties of the sweet chestnut with the best qu-
ality, tasty and large fruits.
In Europe, there are three main areas (Georgia, eastern Tur-
key and Italy) having particular biological value for conser-
vation of genetic resources of sweet chestnut (Villiani et al. 
1999; Mattioni et al. 2017). Likewise, areas particularly rich 
in genetic diversity were detected in the Iberian (Martin et 
al. 2012) and Balkan Peninsula (Lusini et al. 2014; Poljak et 
al. 2017). It is important to note that some of these areas 
(Italy, Turkey, Iberian Peninsula) are the leading European 
chestnuts producers (Goulão et al. 2001). Sweet chestnut 
cultivars in Turkey were not accurately characterized and 
classified according to their origins. In addition, cultivars 
having the same name and different genotype emerged in 
many regions (Ertan 2007).
Sweet chestnut is an important multipurpose tree species 
used for its wood, fruit, honey, and tannin (Idžojtić et al. 
2009). It is also a valuable species in ecosystems and lan-
dscapes. For example, chestnuts are rich in carbohydrates, 
proteins, vitamins and minerals. In addition, sweet chestnut 
honey has antioxidant and antimicrobial properties, and 
branches can be used in painting. From the perspective of 
the global and national forestry, sweet chestnut is of great 
importance with regard to versatile usage possibilities. 
However, chestnut forests have been seriously degraded 
since the introduction of chestnut diseases (Akdogan and 
Erkam 1968; Heiniger and Rigling 1994; Gurer 2001; Krstin 
et al. 2017). In addition, stand structure of chestnut forests 
are frequently degraded because of inappropriate silvicul-
tural treatments (Turna et al. 2014). In studies conducted 
in Europe in recent years, researchers have expressed that 
the genetic diversity of sweet chestnut is endangered, and 
that it is important to ensure the conservation and sustai-
nable use of chestnut genetic resources (Mellano et al. 
2012).
In many fields of plant sciences, morphological informa-
tion’s are still very important (Douaihy et al. 2012; Poljak et 
al. 2015) such as different taxon delimitation (Mac-Key 
1988; Poljak et al. 2014a; Sękiewicz et al. 2016), population 
variability (Brus et al. 2011, 2016; Douaihy et al. 2012; Pol-
jak et al. 2012, 2014a, 2018; Zebec et al. 2014, 2015), culti-
var characterization (Ertan 2007; Ertan et al. 2007; Poljak 
et al. 2016) and selection (Polat and Özkaya 2005; Solar et 
al. 2001, 2005), morphological and physiological seed char-
acterization (Powell 2010; Yilmaz and Yüksel 2014; 
Drvodelić et al. 2015; Daneshvar et al. 2016), and trends in 
leaf morphology regarding the branch position and patterns 
of crown plasticity (Bruschi et al. 2003; Bednorz 2006; Pol-
jak et al. 2014b). The studies of European and Turkish sweet 
chestnut populations revealed high morphological varia-
tion within populations and low differentiation between 
populations (Villani et al. 1991; Pereira-Lorenzo et al. 1996; 
Serdar 1999; Podjavorsek et al. 1999; Serdar and Soylu 1999; 
Solar et al. 2001, 2005; Miguelez et al. 2004; Bolvanský and 
Užík 2005; Ertan 2007; Idžojtić et al. 2009; Mujić et al. 2010; 
Poljak et al. 2012). Ertan (2007) pointed out that morpho-
logical and phenological characteristics can be used to im-
prove quantitative estimates of genetic similarities and re-
lationships. In addition, morphological characterization is 
still official method for protection and registration of new 
cultivars (Pereira-Lorenzo et al. 1996). Moreover, informa-
tion’s about the seed quality (morphological and physiolog-
ical characteristics), and population diversity should be 
used in order to grow quality and healthy seedlings (Powell 
2010).
The aim of this study was to assess variation among eight 
sweet chestnut populations in Turkey by using nine diffe-
rent morphological characteristics of fruits and seedlings.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
MATERIJALI I METODE
Chestnut fruits were collected from Adapazarı, Artvin, 
Aydın, Balıkesir, Bartın, İzmir, Kütahya and Sinop located 
in natural distribution area of Castanea sativa in Turkey 
(Figure 1, Table 1). An average distance of 150–200 m was 
established between sampled trees. Fruits were sampled 
from 15 to 20 trees per population.
Table 1. Coordinates and altitudes of the analysed populations.


















A1 Aydn 37° 56’ 28’’ 28° 18’ 56’’ 230
A2 Adapazar 40° 41’ 27’’ 30° 48’ 22’’ 1000
A3 Artvin 41° 22’ 09’’ 41° 32’ 42’’ 800
B1 Balkesir 39° 22’ 25’’ 27° 15’ 41’’ 840
B2 Bartn 41° 46’ 45’’ 32° 31’ 09’’ 980
1 zmir 38° 16’ 55’’ 28° 01’ 34’’ 550
K1 Kütahya 39° 05’ 54’’ 28° 55’ 03’’ 900
S1 Sinop 41° 53’ 51’’ 34° 53’ 04’’ 370
After the collection, fruits from eight populations were 
measured in the laboratory. A total of three characteristics 
were measured by using a digital calliper: fruit length (FL), 
fruit width (FW), and fruit thickness (FT). In order to quan-
tify the fruit shape, the ratio of fruit length and width (FL/
FW) was derived. Measurements were made with millime-
tre (mm) sensitivity. In addition, 1000 fruit mass (1000FM) 
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were calculated based on ISTA rules (ISTA 1993) - 800 
(8×100) fruits were collected randomly from eight popula-
tions and weighed using a precision balance.
Fruit moisture content (FM) (%) was determined on a fresh 
mass basis using four replicates of 50 g each; fruits were 
weighed, oven dried at 103±1°C for 16±1 h, and reweighed 
(ISTA 1993).
After the measurements, fruits were sown, using a ran-
domised sampling design, in nursery seedbeds in October. 
Seedling length (SdL), root collar diameter (RCD) and stur-
diness quotient (SQ) were carried out at 1-year-old seed-
lings grown in seedbed. Measurements were made on total 
of 720 seedlings to be 3×30 seedlings from each popula-
tions. The sturdiness quotient refers to the ratio of the height 
of the seedling to the root collar diameter and expresses the 
vigour and robustness of the seedling (Thompson 1985; Al-
dhous 1994; Jaenicke 1999). 
Finally, data were analysed using the SPSS 23.0 statistical 
program. The conducted analyses included ANOVA, Dun-
can’s Test, Pearson’s correlation coefficient, hierarchical clus-
ter analysis, and discriminant analysis.
RESULTS
REZULTATI
The highest values of FL, FW and FT were obtained in İzmir 
population. While the highest FL/FW ratio was recorded 
in Aydın population. Balıkesir population was characteri-
zed by the highest values of SdL, RCD and SQ. The values 
of fruit length ranged from 21.56 to 31.21 mm, and the 
mean length was 25.96 mm in all analysed populations. The 
fruit width in all populations ranged from 22.92 to 32.43 
mm, with a mean value of 27.75 mm. The fruit thickness 
ranged from 14.74 to 18.99 mm, and the mean value of fruit 
thickness was 16.51 mm. The fruit length/width ratio varied 
between 0.83 and 0.98 for all populations. Average seedling 
length, root collar diameter and sturdiness quotient were 
detected to vary between 10.32-19.17 cm, 4.61-6.94 mm 
and 1.85-3.20, respectively. The mean values, standard de-
viations, maximum and minimum values of the fruit and 
seedling sizes are presented in Figure 2. The coefficients of 
variation for the studied characteristics ranged from 7.17 
% to 54.04 % (Figure 3).
The ANOVA revealed that there are statistically significant 
differences (P<0,05) among the analysed populations in 
terms of all measured morphological characters. In addi-
tion, Duncan’s test was performed. For the variables: fruit 
width (I1-A1; K1-B1; A3-A2; B2; S1), fruit length/fruit 
width ratio (I1-A1-K1-A3; B1; B2; S1; A2), and the root co-
llar diameter (B1; A3-S1; A1; I1-B2-A2; K1) five groups 
were revelled. Furthermore, fruit (I1-A1; K1-B1; B2-S1; A2-
A3) and seedling length (K1-B2-S1-A3; I1-A1; B1; A2), as 
well the sturdiness quotient (B1-A2-K1; S1-B2; I1-A3; A1) 
formed four groups. When the groups with regard to the 
fruit thickness were examined: I1 and A1 populations were 
Figure 1. The geographical locations of the sampled sweet chestnut populations, and distribution of groups obtained by cluster analysis.
Slika 1. Geografski lokaliteti istraživanih populacija pitomoga kestena i prostorni raspored skupina dobivenih kalsterskom analizom.
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Figure 2. Variation of morphological characteristics of sweet chest nut 
fruits and seedlings.
Slika 2. Varijabilnost morfoloških značajki plodova i sadnica pitomoga 
 kestena.
in one group, and K1, B1 and S1 populations were in 
another group, whereas B2, A2 and A3 populations were in 
the same group.
The mean values of 1000 fruit mass and fruit moisture con-
tents related to the analysed sweet chestnut populations are 
shown in Table 2. The highest value for 1000 fruit mass was 
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determined in İzmir population (10516.5 g), and the 
lowest value in Artvin population (3815.1 g). The highest 
fruit moisture content was recorded in the Sinop popula-
tion (52.21 %), and the lowest in the Artvin population 
(38.46 %).
The cluster analysis was conducted in order to determine 
degree of similarity or dissimilarity among populations with 
regard to the fruit and seedling morphological characteri-
stics (Figure 4). The first group was made of the İzmir and 
Aydın populations. Balıkesir population took place in the 
second group with Kütahya population. The populations 
from the northern region of Turkey were in third group. 
Furthermore, discriminant analysis was used to find out the 
variables which best discriminate the groups obtained by 
cluster analysis (I1-A1; K1-B1; B2-S1-A2-A3). The results 
of the discriminant analysis suggested that the differentiation 
between the analysed groups is significant (P<0.05). The 
following variables had the highest discrimination power 
between researched groups: FL (P=0.000), 1000FM 
(P=0.000), FT (P=0.001) and FW (P=0.012) exhibited the 
Table 2. The mean values of 1000 fruit mass and fruit moisture content.





A1 A2 A3 B1 B2 1 K1 S1
1000FM (g) 10360.9 4451.4 3815.1 6155.1 6592.5 10516.5 7210.6 6923.7
FM (%) 44.80 44.45 38.46 39.64 41.32 47.34 42.81 52.21
Table 3. Pearson correlation coefficients between pairs of morphological characters.
Tablica 3 Pearsonovi koeficijenti korelacije između parova morfoloških značajki.
FL FW FT FL/FW 1000FM FM SdL RCD SQ
FL 1 0.938** 0.947** 0.536 0.955** –0.054 –0.442 0.290 –0.234
FW 1 0.961** 0.213 0.914** 0.213 –0.387 0.306 –0.165
FT 1 0.316 0.965** 0.153 –0.502 0.321 –0.365
FL/FW 1 0.454 –0.701 –0.282 0.050 –0.215
1000FM 1 0.126 –0.600 0.145 –0.363
FM 1 –0.286 –0.243 –0.075
SdL 1 0.478 0.818*
RCD 1 0.267
SQ 1
**Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level; *Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level
** Korelacija je značajna na razini 0,01; * Korelacija je značajna na razini 0,05
Figure 3. Coefficients of variation (%) of fruit and seedling studied characteristics in eight sweet chestnut populations.
Slika 3. Koeficijenti varijabilnosti (%) analiziranih značajki plodova i sadnica iz osam populacija pitomoga kestena.
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best distinguish, respectively. The spatial distribution of 
these three groups is presented in Figure 1.
 Relationships among all morphological characteristics were 
expressed in a correlation matrix in Table 3. Accordingly, it 
was determined that there was statistically significant pos-
itive correlation at the 99% confidence level between fruit 
length, fruit width, fruit thickness and 1000 fruit mass, and 




In this study we analysed fruit length, width, and thickness, 
fruit length/width ratio, 1000 fruit mass, fruit moisture con-
tent, seedling length, root collar diameter and sturdiness 
quotient in eight sweet chestnut populations from different 
regions of Turkey.
Fruit characteristics observed in this study were similar to 
those previously reported for the sweet chestnut popula-
tions from the following countries: Bosnia and Hercegov-
ina, Croatia, Slovakia, Slovenia and Turkey. Mujić et al. 
(2010) analysed fruit morphometric characteristics in four 
populations in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Authors reported the 
following morphological characteristics: fruit length (20.62-
24.70 mm), width (22.11-27.01 mm) and thickness (23.60-
26.80 mm). Furthermore, Idžojtić et al. (2009) and Poljak 
et al. (2012) researched morphological variation of sweet 
chestnut populations from Croatia, and revealed high de-
gree of morphological variability. The highest values for 
fruit length, width and thickness were reported for the Med-
iterranean and North-Western Croatian populations. In a 
study conducted in Slovenia on phenotypic and genotypic 
diversity of sweet chestnut, Solar et al. (2005) stated that the 
average length, width and thickness of fruits obtained from 
244 trees was 27 mm, 39 mm and 19 mm, respectively. Ad-
ditionally, Solar et al. (2001) compared morphological char-
acteristics of fruits obtained from sweet chestnut popula-
tions located in three different regions in Slovenia. Authors 
determined the following ranges: fruit length (2.5-3.0 cm), 
fruit width (2.7-3.4 cm), fruit thickness (1.9-2.0 cm,), and 
number of fruits per kilogram (85-152). From the estab-
lished variables conclusions about the fruit shape can be 
made. It was reported that the nut width is larger than nut 
height in the majority of Croatian (Idžojtić et al. 2009; Pol-
jak et al. 2012), Slovenian (Solar et al. 2001, 2005), Slova-
kian (Bolvanský and Užík 2005), Bosnian Herzegovinian 
(Mujić et al. 2010), and Turkish (Villani et al. 1991) popu-
lations. Likewise, we found out that fruit length/width ratio 
for Turkish sweet chestnut populations varied between 0.8 
and 0.9. Ertan et al. (2007) determined high-yielding and 
good-quality chestnut genotypes within naturally grown 
sweet chestnut populations located in Nazilli district, Aydın 
province. Fruit samples were collected from 80 trees, and 
the following values for the fruit width, length and height 
were observed: 18.95-23.70 mm; 35.17-41.18 mm and 
30.39-34.31 mm, respectively. Similar results were reported 
by Ertan (2007) were fruit samples were collected from 10 
sweet chestnut accessions from 10 different areas, which 
were selected among 80 accessions at the end of a selection 
study for high nut quality and high yield among natural 
populations in the Nazilli district. In addition, in the same 
study leaf morphological and fruit chemical analysis were 
studied as well.
The mean mass of chestnut fruits from four populations in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina was 4.42-6.47 g (Mujić et al. 2010). The 
average nut mass for Croatian populations was 7.1 g and 
8.3 g (Idžojtić et al. 2009; Poljak et al. 2012). According to 
Ertan et al. (2007), chestnut fruits grown in Aydın-Nazilli 
ranged from 13.45 g to 19.96 g. The average fruit mass val-
ues for Slovenian populations ranged between 7.1 and 14.3 
g (Solar et al. 2001, 2005). Serdar and Soylu (1999) pointed 
out that the mean mass values of fruits from the Samsun 
vicinity in Turkey varied between 5.3 and 15.1 g. In addi-
tion, the mass of the nuts from six natural sweet chestnut 
Turkish populations varied from 3.4 to 5.2. g (Villani et al. 
1991). Similarly, 1000 fruit mass in our study ranged from 
3815.1 g (fruit mass 3.81 g) to 10516.5 g (fruit mass 10.52 
g). Chestnut forests in Turkey have a high degree of varia-
tion. In general, in our study the smaller nut mass values 
were observed in natural populations with undegraded 
stand structure. Furthermore, decrease in fruit sizes from 
west to east was also confirmed.
The multivariate statistical methods revelled that the popu-
lations with similar ecological conditions and being close 
to each other were in the same group. Solar et al. (2005) and 
Poljak et al. (2012) stated that sweet chestnut populations 
are well adapted to the climatic and soil conditions, but they 
Figure 4. Dendrogram obtained from hierarchical cluster analysis.
Slika 4 Dendrogram dobiven hijerarhijskom klasterskom analizom.
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differ in numerous morphological traits, productivity, and 
fruit quality. In addition, almost all of the populations in 
the third group are of natural structure. The mentioned 
populations, from the North Anatolia Region (Black Sea 
Coast) of Turkey, are in general characterized with higher 
genetic (Villani et al. 1999; Mattioni et al. 2017) and mor-
phological variation. Populations in the first and second 
group are both natural and grafted.
Miguelez et al. (2004) found that moisture contents were 
over 50% in chestnut seeds obtained from 15 different pop-
ulations spread over Galicia region in Spain. In our study, 
the fruit moisture content ranged from 38.46% to 52.21%. 
Differences between these two studies are probably the re-
sult of different methodologies. In our research, whole fruits 
were used, while Miguelez et al. (2004) analysed only the 
edible part of the fruit, i.e. the kernel.
In our research, sturdiness quotient ranged from 1.85 to 
3.20. Sturdiness quotient is a criterion commonly used for 
seedling quality classification (Bacon 1979; Aldhous 1994; 
Genç and Yahyaoglu 2007). The ideal value for a seedling 
to be considered as sturdy is less than six (Jaenicke 1999). 
Seedlings with sturdiness ratio greater than six were actu-
ally thin, tall and etiolated, while a small quotient indicates 
sturdy plants with a greater chance of survival, particularly 
on windy or dry sites (Takoutsing et al. 2013).
As a conclusion, specific east-west increase in fruit sizes in 
the chestnut forests of Turkey is probably the result of eco-
logical conditions and human influence. Those findings are 
in the line with the result of the previously published paper 
by Villani et al. (1991). Authors concluded that human in-
fluence could have enhanced the genetic, morphometric, 
and physiological differentiation of natural western ches-
tnut populations with respect to the central and eastern 
ones. In the direction of sustainable forestry principles, the 
stand structure of the natural sweet chestnut forests must 
always be protected, and applications such as grafting works 
can caused decreasing of genetic diversity.
REFERENCES
LITERATURA
• Akdogan, S., E. Erkam, 1968: Dikkat Kestane Kanseri Goruldu, 
Tomurcuk, 1: 4–5.
• Aldhous, J.R., 1994: Nursery policy and planning. Forest Nurs-
ery Pratice. (eds. J.R. Aldhous and W.L. Mason) Forestry Com-
mission Bulletin, 111, 1-12, London, U.K.
• Bacon, G.J., 1979: Seedling morphology as an indicator of plant-
ing stock quality in conifers. Paper to IUFRO Workshop on 
“Techniques for Evaluating Planting Stock Quality”, New Zeland.
• Bednorz, L., 2006: Morphological variability of leaves of Sorbus 
torminalis (L.) Crantz in Poland, Acta Soc Bot Pol, 75 (3): 233–
243.
• Bolvanský, M., M. Užík, 2005: Morphometric variation and dif-
ferentiation of European chestnut (Castanea sativa) in Slovakia, 
Biologia (Bratislava), 60 (4): 423–429.
• Botta, R., A. Akkak, P. Guaraldo, G. Bounous, 2005: Genetic 
characterization and nut quality of chestnut cultivars from 
Piemonte (Italy), Acta Hortic, 693: 395–401.
• Brus, R., D. Ballian, P. Zhelev, M. Pandža, M. Bobinac, J. Acev-
ski, Y. Raftoyannis, K. Jarni, 2011: Absence of geographical struc-
ture of morphological variation in Juniperus oxycedrus L. subsp. 
oxycedrus in the Balkan Peninsula, Eur J For Res, 130: 657–670.
• Brus, R., M. Idžojtić, K. Jarni, 2016: Morphologic variation in 
northern marginal Juniperus oxycedrus L. subsp. oxycedrus pop-
ulations in Istria, Plant Biosyst,150 (2): 274–284.
• Bruschi, P., P. Grossoni, F. Bussotti, 2003: Within- and among-
tree variation in leaf morphology of Quercus petraea (Matt.) Li-
ebl. natural populations, Trees, 17: 164–172.
• Daneshvar, A., M. Tigabu, A. Karimidoost, P.C. Odén, 2016: 
Stimulation of germination in dormant seeds of Juniperus poly-
carpos by stratification and hormone treatments, New Forest, 47 
(5): 751–761.
• Davis, P.H., 1982: Flora of Turkey-VII, Edinburg Universty Press.
• Douaihy, B., K. Sobierajska, A.K. Jasińska, K. Boratyńska, T. Ok, 
A. Romo, N. Machon, Y. Didukh, M.B. Dagher-Kharrat, A. 
Boratyński, 2012: Morphological versus molecular markers to 
describe variability in Juniperus excelsa subsp. excelsa (Cupres-
saceae), AoB Plants, pls013.
• Drvodelić, D., T. Jemrić, M. Oršanić, V. Paulić, 2015: Fruits size 
of wild apple (Malus sylvestris /L./Mill.): impact on morpholog-
ical and physiological properties of seeds, Sumar List, 139 (3-4): 
145–153.
• Ertan, E., 2007: Variability in leaf and fruit morphology and in 
fruit composition of chestnuts (Castanea sativa Mill.) in the Na-
zilli region of Turkey, Genetic Resources and Crop Evolution, 
54: 691–699.
• Ertan, E., G. Seferoğlu, G.G. Dalkılıç, F.E. Tekintaş, S. Seferoğlu, 
F. Babaeren, M. Önal, Z. Dalkılıç, 2007: Selection of chestnuts 
(Castanea sativa Mill.) grown in Nazilli District, Turkey, Turk J 
Agric For, 31: 115–123.
• Fernández-López, J., R. Alía, 2003: Technical Guidelines for ge-
netic conservation and use for chestnut (Castanea sativa Mill.), 
EUFORGEN International Plant Genetic Resources Institute, 
Rome.
• Genç, M., Z. Yahyaoğlu, 2007: Kalite Sınıflamasında Kullanılan 
Özellikler ve Tespiti (Properties and Determination Used in 
Quality Classification), Seedling Standardization, (eds. Z. 
Yahyaoğlu and M. Genç), 75, pp. 355–465, Publication of Süley-
man Demirel University, Isparta, Turkey.
• Goulao, L., T. Valdiviesso, C. Santana, C.M. Oliveira, 2001: Com-
parison between phonetic characterisation using RAPD and 
ISSR markers and phenotypic data of cultivated chestnut (Cas-
tanea sativa Mill.). Genet Resour Crop Ev, 48(4): 329–338.
• Gurer, M., M.P. Ottaviani, P. Cortesi, 2001: Genetic diversity of 
subpopulations of Cryphonectria parasitica in two chestnut-
growing regions in Turkey, For Snow Landsc Res, 76 (3): 383–
386.
• Heiniger, U., D. Rigling, 1994: Biological control of chestnut 
blight in Europe, Annu Rev Phytopathol, 32: 581–599.
• Idžojtić, M., M. Zebec, I. Poljak, J. Medak, 2009: Variation of 
sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa Mill.) populations in Croatia 
according to the morphology of fruits, Sauteria, 18: 323–333.
618	 Šumarski list, 11–12, CXLII (2018), 611–619
• Idžojtić, M., M. Zebec, I. Poljak, Z. Šatović, Z. Liber, 2012: Anal-
ysis of the genetic diversity of “Lovran Marron” (Castanea sativa 
Mill.) using microsatellite markers, Sumar List, 136 (9–10): 577–
585.
• ISTA, 1993: International Rules for Seed Testing. Seed Science 
and Technology, 21:1–288.
• Jaenicke, H., 1999: Good tree nursery practices: practical guide-
lines for research nurseries. ICRAF, Nairobi, pp 8–15.
• Johnson, G.P., 1988: Revision of Castanea sect. Balanocastanon 
(Fagaceae). J Arnold Arboretum 69: 25–49.
• Kayacık, H., 1981: Orman ve Park Ağaçlandırma Özel Sistematiği 
(Special System of Forest and Park Trees), Angiosperma II. Vol-
ume, İstanbul University, Faculty of Forestry Publication, 
No:2766/287, İstanbul.
• Krstin, Lj., Z. Katanić, M. Ježić, I. Poljak, L. Nuskern, I. Matković, 
M. Idžojtić, M. Ćurković-Perica, 2017: Biological control of 
chestnut blight in Croatia: an interaction between host sweet 
chestnut, its pathogen Cryphonectria parasitica and the biocon-
trol agent Cryphonectria hypovirus 1, Pest Manag Sci, 73 (3): 
582–589.
• Lang, P., F. Dane, T.L. Kubisiak, H.W. Huang, 2007: Molecular 
evidence for an Asian origin and a unique westward migration 
of species in the genus Castanea via Europe to North America, 
Mol Phylogenet Evol, 43: 49–59.
• Lusini, I., I. Velichkov, P. Pollegioni, F. Chiocchini, G. Hinkov, T. 
Zlatanov, M. Cherubini, C. Mattioni, 2014: Estimating the ge-
netic diversity and spatial structure of Bulgarian Castanea sativa 
populations by SSRs: implications for conservation, Conserv 
Genet 15: 283–293.
• MacKey, J., 1988: A plant breeder’s aspect on the taxonomy of 
cultivated plants, Biologisches Zentralblatt, 107: 369–379.
• Martín, M.A., A. Moral, L.M. Martín, J.B. Alvarez, 2007: The ge-
netic resources of European sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa 
Miller) in Andalusia, Spain, Genet Resour Crop Evol, 54: 379–
387.
• Martín, M.A., C. Mattioni, J.R. Molina, J.B. Alvarez, M. Cheru-
bini, M.A. Herrera, F. Villani, L.M. Martín, 2012: Landscape ge-
netic structure of chestnut (Castanea sativa Mill.) in Spain, Tree 
Genet Genomes, 8: 127–136.
• Mattioni, C., M. Cherubini, E. Micheli, F. Villani, G. Bucci, 2008: 
Role of domestication in shaping Castanea sativa genetic varia-
tion in Europe, Tree Genet Genomes, 4 (3): 563–574.
• Mattioni, C., M.A. Martin, F. Chiocchini, M. Cherubini, M. 
Gaudet, P. Pollegioni, I. Velichkow, R. Jarman, F.M. Chambers, 
L. Paule, V.L. Damian, G.C. Crainic, F. Villani, 2017: Landscape 
genetics structure of European sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa 
Mill): indications for conservation priorities, Tree Genet Ge-
nomes, 13:39.
• Mellano, M.G., G.L. Beccaro, D. Donno, M.D. Torello, P. Boc-
cacci, S. Canterino, A.K. Cerutti, G. Bounous, 2012: Castanea 
spp. biodiversity conservation: collection and characterization 
of the genetic diversity of an endangered species, Genet Resour 
Crop Ev, 59 (8): 1727–1741.
• Miguelez, J.D.L.M., M.M. Bernardez, J.M.G. Queijeiro, 2004: 
Composition of varieties of chestnuts from Galicia (Spain). Food 
Chem, 84 (3): 401–404.
• Mujić, I., V. Alibabić, J. Živković, S. Jahić, S. Jokić, Z. Prgomet, 
Z. Tuzlak, 2010: Morphological characteristics of chestnut Cas-
tanea sativa from the area of Una-Sana Canton, Journal of Cen-
tral European Agriculture, 11 (2): 185–190.
• Pereira-Lorenzo, S., J. Fernandez-Lopez, J. Moreno-Gonzales, 
1996: Variability and grouping of Northwestern Spanish chest-
nut cultivars. I. Morphological traits, J Am Soc Hortic Sci, 
121:183–189.
• Pereira-Lorenzo, S., A.M. Ramos-Cabrer, B. Díaz-Hernández, J. 
Ascasíbar Errasti, F. Sau, M. Ciordia-Ara, 2001: Spanish chest-
nut cultivars, Hortic Sci, 36:344–347.
• Pereira-Lorenzo, S., R.M. Lourenço Costa, A.M. Ramos-Cabrer, 
C.A. Marques Ribeiro, M.F. Serra da Silva, G. Manzano, T. Bar-
reneche, 2010: Variation in grafted European chestnut and hy-
brids by microsatellites reveals two main origins in the Iberian 
Peninsula, Tree Genet Genomes, 6: 701–715.
• Podjavoršek, A., F. Štampar, A. Solar, F. Batic, 1999: Morpho-
logical variation in chestnut (Castanea sativa Mill.) fruits in Slo-
venia, Acta Hort, 494: 129–132.
• Polat, A.A., M. Özkaya, 2005: Selection studies on fig in the Med-
iterranean region of Turkey, Pak J Bot, 37 (3): 567–574.
• Poljak, I., M. Idžojtić, M. Zebec, N. Perković, 2012: The variabil-
ity of European sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa Mill.) in the re-
gion of northwest Croatia according to morphology of fruits, 
Sumar List, 136 (9-10): 479–489.
• Poljak, I., M. Idžojtić, I. Šapić, J. Vukelić, M. Zebec, 2014a. Pop-
ulation variability of grey (Alnus incana /L./ Moench) and black 
alder (A. glutinosa /L./ Gaertn.) in the Mura and Drava region 
according to the leaf morphology, Sumar List, 138 (1-2): 7–17.
• Poljak, I., M. Idžojtić, M. Zebec, 2014b: Leaf morphology of the 
sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa Mill.) – a Methodological ap-
proach, Acta Hort, 1043: 211–218.
• Poljak, I., D. Kajba, I. Ljubić, M. Idžojtić, 2015: Morphological 
variability of leaves of Sorbus domestica L. in Croatia, Acta Soc 
Bot Pol, 84 (2): 249–259.
• Poljak, I., N. Vahčić, M. Gačić, M. Idžojtić, 2016: Morphological 
characterization and chemical composition of fruits of the tra-
ditional Croatian chestnut variety ‘Lovran Marron’, Food Tech-
nol Biotechnol, 54 (2): 189–199.
• Poljak, I., M. Idžojtić, Z. Šatović, M. Ježić, M. Ćurković-Perica, 
B. Simovski, J. Acevski, Z. Liber, 2017: Genetic diversity of the 
sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa Mill.) in Central Europe and the 
western part of the Balkan Peninsula and evidence of marron 
genotype introgression into wild populations, Tree Genet Ge-
nomes, 13:18.
• Poljak, I., M. Idžojtić, I. Šapić, P. Korijan, J. Vukelić, 2018: Diver-
sity and structure of Croatian continental and Alpine-Dinaric 
populations of grey alder (Alnus incana /L./ Moench subsp. in-
cana): Isolation by distance and environment explains pheno-
typic divergence, Sumar List, 142 (1-2): 35–48.
• Powell, A.A., 2010: Morphological and physiological character-
istics of seeds and their capacity to germinate and survive, Ann 
Bot, 105 (6): 975–976.
• Sękiewicz, K., K. Boratyńska, M.B. Dagher-Kharrat, T. Ok, A. 
Boratyński, 2016: Taxonomic differentiation of Cupressus sem-
pervirens and C. atlantica based on morphometric evidence, Syst 
Biodivers, 14 (5): 494–508.
• Serdar, U., 1999: Selection of chestnuts (Castanea sativa Mill.) 
in Sinop vicinity, Acta Hort, 494: 327–332.
• Serdar, U., A. Soylu, 1999: Selection of chestnuts (Cestanea sativa 
Mill.) in Samsun vicinity, Acta Hort, 494: 333–338.
• Solar, A., A. Podjavoršek, G. Osterc, F. Štapmar, 2001: Evaluation 
and comparison of domestic chestnut (Castanea sativa Mill.) 
619ATAR, F., . TURNA: FRUIT AND SEEDLING DIVERSITY AMONG SWEET CHESTNUT (Castanea sativa Mill.) POPULATIONS IN TURKEY
populations in Slovenia, Forest Snow and Landscape Research, 
76 (3): 455–459.
• Solar, A., A. Podjavoršek, F. Štampar, 2005: Phenotypic and ge-
notypic diversity of European chestnut (Cestanea sativa Mill.) in 
Slovenia-opportunity for genetic improvement. Genet Resour 
Crop Ev, 52: 381–394.
• Soylu, A., 2004: Kestane Yetiştiriciliği ve Özellikleri, Hasad 
Yayıncılık, İstanbul.
• Takoutsing, B., Z. Tchoundjeu, A. Degrande, E. Asaah, F.N. 
Gyau, A. Tsobeng, 2013: Assessing the quality of seedlings in 
small-scale nurseries in the Highlands of Cameroon: the use of 
growth characteristics and quality thresholds as indicators, 
Small-Scale For, 13 (1): 65–77.
• Thompson, B.E., 1985: Seedling morphological evaluation- 
What you can tell by looking. Evaluating seedling quality: Prin-
ciples, procedures, and predictive abilities of major tests, M.L. 
Duryea (ed.), Forest Research Laboratory, Oregon State Univer-
sity, Corvallis, OR, 59-71.
• Turna, İ., 2013: Türkiye’de Kestane Ormanlarının Silvikültürü 
(silviculture of chestnut forests in Turkey), Giresun Regional Di-
rectorate, Presentation of Silviculture Education Seminar.
• Turna İ., F. Atar, E. Atar, 2014: Important of chestnut (Castanea 
sativa Mill.) as non-wood forest products in forestry of Turkey, 
3rd International Non-wood Forest Products Symposium, Tur-
key, pp. 958–967.
• Villani, F., M. Pigliucci, M. Lauteri, M. Cherubini, 1991: Con-
gruence between genetic, morphometric, and physiological data 
on differentiation of Turkish chestnut (Castanea sativa), Ge-
nome, 35: 251–256.
• Villani, F., M. Lauteri, A. Sansotta, M. Cherubini, M.C. Monte-
verdi, C. Mattioni, 1999: Genetic structure and quantitative traits 
variation in F1 full-sibs progenies of Castanea sativa Mill. Acta 
Hort, 494: 395–405.
• Zebec, M., M. Idžojtić, I. Poljak, 2014: Morphological variability 
of the field elm (Ulmus minor Mill. sensu latissimo) in continen-
tal Croatia, Sumar List, 138 (11-12): 563–572.
• Zebec, M., M. Idžojtić, I. Poljak, I. Modrić, 2015: Population 
variability of wych elm (Ulmus glabra Huds.) in the mountain-
ous region of Croatia according to the leaf morphology, Sumar 
List, 139 (9-10): 429–439.
• Yilmaz, M., T. Yüksel, 2014: Morphological and physiological 
seed characteristics of Taurus fır (Abies cilicica /Ant. et Kotschy/ 
Carriére) in Turkey, Sumar List, 138 (11-12): 583–592.
SAŽETAK
Pitomi kesten, Castanea sativa Mill., plemenita je vrsta drveća od koje imamo višestruku gospodarsku 
korist (kvalitetno drvo, jestivi plodovi, med, ogrijev, listinac i dr.). Rasprostranjen je u mediteranskom 
području, od Kaspijskog jezera do Atlantskog oceana. U Turskoj najveće površine pod kestenovim 
šumama nalazimo na području sjeverne i zapadne Antolije te u regiji Marmara. U posljednjih neko-
liko desetljeća pitomi kesten je ugrožen od raka kestenove kore i negativnih antropogenih utjecaja. S 
obzirom na to provedena su brojna istraživanja s ciljem očuvanje genofonda ove plemenite vrste drveća.
Glavni cilj ovoga istraživanja bio je utvrditi morfološku varijabilnost plodova i jednogodišnjih sadnica 
pitomoga kestena u Turskoj. Plodovi za morfometrijsku analizu skupljeni su tijekom listopada u osam 
populacija pitomoga kestena na području istočne, središnje i zapadne Turske (slika 1, tablica 1). Unu-
tar svake populacije sakupljeni su uzorci sa po 15 do 20 stabala. Ukupno su određene po četiri 
značajke na svakom plodu: dužina, širina i debljina ploda te omjer dužine i širine ploda. Osim 
toga, određen je i udio vlage u plodovima, kao i masa 1000 zračno suhih plodova. Plodovi su u 
proljeće posijani na unaprijed pripremljene gredice. Na kraju prvog vegetacijskog razdoblja 
mjerene su sljedeće značajke: visina sadnice, promjer sadnice pri osnovi i koeficijent čvrstoće. Za 
utvrđivanje varijabilnosti populacija korištene su deskriptivne i multivarijatne statističke metode. 
Podaci su obrađeni u programskom paketu SPSS 23.0.
Rezultati deskriptivne statističke analize prikazani su na slici 2. Najviše vrijednosti za dužinu, širinu i 
debljinu ploda utvrđene su u populaciji Izmira, dok su najviše prosječne vrijednosti za visinu sadnice, 
promjer sadnice pri njenoj osnovi i koeficijent čvrstoće utvrđene u populaciji Balikesira. Masa 1000 
zračno suhih plodova kretala se je od 3815,1 g do 10516,5 g, a udio vlage u plodovima od 38.46 % do 
52,21 % (tablica 2). Istraživanjem je utvrđen visok stupanj varijabilnosti populacija pitomoga kestena 
u Turskoj (slika 3). Rezultati provedene analize varijance pokazali su da se populacije međusobno sig-
nifikantno razlikuju za sve istraživane značajke. Pearsonovim koeficijentom korelacije utvrđena je 
statistički značajna korelacija između dužine, širine i debljine ploda, kao i mase 1000 zračno suhih 
plodova (tablica 3). Osim toga, pozitivna korelacija utvrđena je i između visine sadnice i koeficijenta 
čvrstoće. Duncanovim testom i hijerarhijskom klasterskom analizom utvrđeno je da se one populacije 
koje su geografski bliže i ekološki sličnije nalaze u istoj skupini (slika 1 i 4). Također je utvrđeno da se 
veličina plodova u kestenovim šumama Turske povećava od istoka prema zapadu.
KLJUČNE RIJEČI: Castanea sativa, pitomi kesten, Turska, morfologija, plodovi, sadnice
